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Tne purpegse of INIS 1NSDECTISN was TC COocument ina verivy Ine
sompiiance status of PP&L Company with Tageral T:CA reguiations concerning

<ne nanaling, ::orage ana disposal of PCB icems (PCB Rule 40 CFR, Part 761).
The raciiity was salectea for 1nspection to verify tneir ©CB Spi1il Cleanup

in the South Akron Substation, Akron, PA.

Openinag Conference

The EPA representatives met with Mr. Robert Cook at the Lancaster
°PgL orfice on June 11, 1987 at approximately 0800, for the purpose of
campiing the Soutnh Akron Substation. ~he EPA representatives naa presented
their zredentiais to Mr. Cook, wno had signea the TSCA Notice of Inspection
ana the TSCA Inspection Confidentiality Naotice on June 10, 1987, The
EPA representatives nad also explained the random soil sampling and
the nexagonal grid pattern they would use for the purpose of selecting
sampling points for the sampling of the spill area, which would take

nlace on June 17, 1987 in the morning.

Cescrrotion

On January 12, 1984, ?P&L reported a large nigh voitage (200 KVAR)
capacitor leak. The capacitor was located in the bank of similar capacitors
in the South Akron, limited access substation. Mr. Cook alsao informed the
tPA representatives that two other PCB spills have occurred at the South
Akron substation since the spill that was being sampled for today.

The capacitor leak was estimated to be 2.5 gallons of PCB liquid.
PP&L used standard clean-up procedures, i.e., removal and disposal of PCB-
contaminated material as the situation demanded. Contaminated gravel was

removed and the capacitor bank frame was cleaned with trichlarcethane.
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-S&L :Zzngara oroceaure cails Tar
-lean-up I3 De compieted witnin 21 nours arter ciscaovery of tne spill, weather
sermitting.  “emovea materlals are piacea in approvea drums Tor disposai.

“ne drums are placea in storage in Lancaster or Hazleton, PA.

hvsical [nspection Samplina

[n accordance with the guidelines set by Section IV of Verification
of PCB Spill Cleanup by Sampling and Analysis, the EPA representatives staked
out a 19 point hexagonal sampiing grid for the 9.5' x 12.7' clean-up area.
This resulted in 19 soil sampies. The soil samples were coilected below
~ne gravel layer at a depth of about 5" - 0" below the existing grouna
surface over rougnly 4" square area. £ach sampie was collected with
individual throw away plastic scoops to prevent cross contamination.
Inspection documents for Receipt for Samples and documents and declaration .
of Confidential Business Information were compieted and signed at the end
of the sampiing. All samples were placed in one quart glass mason jars
and kept iced until delivery to the Central Regional Laboratory where
they were kept refrigerated until tha analyses.

A

A sketch and photographs of the sampling locations are included with

this report.

Analvsis

Accoraing to the PCB sample analysis, there were PCBs noted in all
samples collected at the South Akron, PA capacitor banks, but it is not
xnown 1f it is from the 1984 spill. A copy of the test results is

included with this report.
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"4 —cp CENTRAL REGIONAL LABORATORY
839 BESTGATE ROAD
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND 21401
DATE July 17, 1987
SUBJECT. PCB Anailysis of PP&L Sampies, TSCA
%52612-04-22, (6/16/87-7/9/87)
FROM Rosemary Kayser
Chemist
TO Rick Dreisch
Acting Chief, Annapolis Labaratary
“HRU

Team teader

John Aust'l’n}[\

Organic Analysis Section

The sampies were analyzed for the presence of PCB's.

Sampie Descriotion: Resuits
Arocior 1016
Sampie No. Descrintion ppm
870612-04 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., A-1 284
=05 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., A-2 7166
-06 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., A-3 4654
-07 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., 3-1 256
-08 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., 3-2 1225
-09 PPEL, S. Ackron, Pa., 3-3 150
-10 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., 3-4 53870
-1l PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., C-1 198
-12 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., C-2 18
-13 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., C-3 165
-14 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., C-4 354
-15 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., C-5 7000
-16 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., D-1 10
-17 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., D-2 50
-18 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., D-3 7800
-19 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., D-4 9558
-20 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., £-1 4972
-21 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., E-2 23324
-22 PP&L, S. Ackron, Pa., £-3 675

Arocior 1254 Spike
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I2A inspectecr zcnducted insvection ar PREL ixren sunstaticn to varify
3 cleanup level acnievea ITom cavacttor spill (a 1984. Iaspectar dug

2”7 underneatnh crushed scone to take sampies. Zigh leveis of PCE concamination
Jere round.

IPA sent letter o facillity enclosing samolie resuits and PCE Spill Cleanup
Pali{cy. Tacilizy contacts EPA to arrange meecing.

Summarvy nf Meering of Octoher 21, 1987

PB4l ragresentatives claim that PCB contaminacion at site tg sctually
historic.

Thev stated that the scandard orocedure back in the '70's for damaged
zapacitor? that had an incarnal pressure incressa vas to puncture the
~apacit- 1ind allow the PCBs to flow onto the ground, so that the capacitorl
could = -fely transported. Capacitors generally contain less chanm 10
gallons. 1d are oure PCBs. This practice continued thougnout Tuch of the
'70%s. They eventually found out that pressurized capacitors could be
safely t-insported as {3.)

This oar' cular substacion had a higher-than-sverage failure rate of 8%,

After t~ PCH Rule becamea effective {n '78, PP+L cleaned each spill as
{t ocecur 4. by removing roumghly 6 inches of crushed scone and replacing
it with aan wmaterial.

FTacillity :-resentatives srated thar they are fairly cercain, =ven i the
ibsence - cefinitive testing, that thay have at least 40 ta 43 gites in
A with 7 31 contamination similiar to the contaminacion at Akrom.

PP+l {3 -aegaple to clean chis site, they wanted us to be aware that (¢t
{3 proba the "tip of the iceberg”.
Possible - _:iom

Get them to clean up sites as ve find out about chem.

Send subpoena to PP+L, and other mafor utilicies to find out extent

of practice of puncturing equioment, and contaminaced sites. (I.e., ldencify
other lacations.)

Refer case(s) to Superfund for actions simtliar to Texas Eastern response.

Refer o EPA RQ for direction and risk assessment, since this could be
aational crableam.

Jo nothing.
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SENNSYLVANIA SOWER AND LIGHT -
IUMMARY -F GUBPOENA L_ESTICNS

Jdent:Iy the lccations, :ime pericd c:i use, -2lume, ZTB ccntent,
2TC. I2r eaen oil-filled capacitor. Include any raievant
inaiyses.

-. [dent:iy each known occurence that 3 capacitor was cunctured

0 release pressure, if it was a PCB capacitor, and descr:ize
zleanup measures taken.

:. List informaticn ralating to any sample taken at any
tocacicn for PCB analysis and enclose results.





